
LEAVE A LEGACY THAT WILL POSITIVELY IMPACT THE LIVES OF 
WOMEN, YOUNG WOMEN AND GIRLS ACROSS AUSTRALIA



For 140 years, YWCA has been supporting 
women, young women and girls across 
Australia with safety, housing, and leadership 
opportunities. 

The work we do is made possible thanks to the 
generosity of our members and community 
through regular donations, fundraising on our 
behalf and leaving a legacy to YWCA in wills.

We know that leaving a gift in your will is a very 
personal decision. But where there’s a will, 
there’s a way forward to gender equality! By 
leaving a gift in your will, you can support us to 
deliver our life-changing community programs 
and services. 

A gift, even as low as one per cent of your estate, 
can have a big difference in positively impacting 
a women’s life, and in doing so provide the 
greatest gift. 

With your generous financial support to YWCA, 
we can continue to implement client-centred 
solutions to realise a future where all women, 
young women and girls are equal, safe and 
respected, with equal access to power, opportunity 
and resources.

Best wishes, 

Michelle Phillips
Chief Executive Officer
YWCA Australia

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO



IT ALL STARTED WITH... TODAY...
For 140 years, we have challenged the systems, 
structures and policies that act as barriers to 
women, especially young women, achieving their 
full potential. Through our programs we provide:

• Domestic and family violence services to 
protect women and their families

• Homelessness services and affordable housing 
for youths, women and their families  

• Mentoring and leadership programs for young 
women and girls

OUR VISION
All women, young women and girls are safe and 
respected, with equal access to power, opportunity 
and resources.

OUR PURPOSE
To be a strong, unified, national feminist 
organisation for women, young women and girls, 
working to achieve gender equality.

OUR VALUES
Feminism - Inclusion - Excellence - Innovation - 
Integrity



We rely on the generosity of our supporters to 
continue our essential community programs 
and services that positively impact so many lives 
across Australia every year. The need for our 
services has continued to increase over recent 
years, and so has our need for your support. 

Your support through a gift in your will today will 
have a lasting impact on the future of women, 
young women and girls. 

By leaving a gift in your will, you can support 
us to deliver our life-changing community 
programs and services. A gift, even as low as one 
per cent of your estate, will have a big difference 
in positively impacting on a women’s life, and in 
doing so provide the greatest gift. 
 
The safety and well-being of women, young 
women and girls is paramount, and all women, 
young women and girls should be able to 
live a life where they are safe and respected, 
with equal access to power, opportunity and 
resources. 

WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU WHAT YOUR GIFT CAN DO



Virginia 
Team Leader, Homelessness Services

Virginia is coming up to her 
30-year anniversary with YWCA. 
During this time, she has taken 
the lead in developing specialist 
homelessness programs for 
groups of people including 
young mothers, older women, 
and those with multiple and 
complex needs.

“My passion and commitment is to work for 
social justice and to help people to address 
the barriers and challenges in their lives.”

Virginia’s work has reinforced for her the 
strong relationship between domestic violence 
and homelessness. She is passionate about 
supporting women and their families to access 
safe homes as the beginning of the client-
centred, flexible, wide-ranging support they need 
to break the cycle of intergenerational trauma.

Casey  
Asista Mentor and YWCA Board Trainee

Casey has been a mentor with our Asista program 
since February 2017, mentoring a teenage girl who’s 
been through the child protection system.

“It’s been a real privilege to be there for a young 
woman, but also learn from her and her life 
experiences. As a society, we disregard the 
experiences and abilities of teenage girls, so to 
be there for someone at a crucial time of their 
life is amazing.”

It was through her ongoing 
connection with YWCA that Casey 
learned about our Board Traineeship 
Program. As a 2020 Board Trainee, 
Casey will be partnered with a 
current board member, sit in 
on YWCA board and committee 
meetings as an observer, and 
undertake the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors Foundations of 
Directorship course.

Betty*
mY-Legacy Member

Betty reached out to us in September 2019 to 
discuss leaving a gift in her will to support women 
escaping domestic and family violence. She had 
vivid memories of the physical violence that her 
mother suffered throughout her marriage, and was 
determined to support other women in the same 
situation. 

Betty is passionate about ensuring that every 
woman experiencing domestic and family violence 
can be supported to leave and seek safety. 

mY-Legacy members 
help us implement client-
centred solutions that 
support a future where all 
women, young women and 
girls are equal, safe and 
respected. Without support 
from our generous mY-
Legacy donors, we couldn’t 
continue the work we do.

MEET THE Y COMMUNITY...

Betty, mY-Legacy member

*Not her real name



Glynis has been a resident with 
YWCA in our rooming house 
accommodation since 1968. 

She is a First Nations woman 
with connections to the 
Cummeragunja Mission of the 
Yorta Yorta people. 

As a ward of the state, she spent her first 10 years 
in various community homes and was eventually 
fostered by a family friend. At 17 years old, and 
with one year to go in state care, she moved to 
Melbourne and was housed with YWCA. 

A keen cricketer, she played cricket for YWCA 
Victoria, represented Australia in women’s 
cricket in India in 1975, and played County 
Cricket for Surrey during 1981.

Glynis attributes her longevity at Richmond 
House due to the security and safety it provides. 

“I plan to make a Century in life!” the former 
cricket star says with a grin.

mY-LEGACY
Where there’s a will there is a way 
When you leave a gift to YWCA in your will, you’ll become 
a member of mY-Legacy. Being a part of mY-Legacy 
means that you will join a group of people who all have 
an interest in supporting YWCA and our community 
programs and services.

We understand that leaving a gift in your will is a 
commitment that may take years to be received. Our 
promise to you is:

• We will keep you updated on the work we do that is 
made possible thanks to gifts like yours.

• We will provide the opportunity for you to share why 
you’re involved and why you made a commitment to 
be a part of mY-Legacy, which in turn may help others 
make a similar commitment. 

• We will use all gifts cost effectively so that they have 
the greatest impact in helping create a future where 
all women, young women and girls are equal, safe 
and respected.

• We understand that loved ones come first, and we 
encourage you to discuss your intentions with them 
before formalising your will with your solicitor.  

• We know circumstances change and as much as we 
appreciate every dollar donated, we understand you 
may need to update your will to reflect a change in 
your situation. We will always support your decision.

• We will answer any question you have openly and 
honestly.

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY
Interested in leaving a gift to YWCA? 
Here’s information on how to do so. 
Don’t forget to contact us and let us 
know so that we can welcome you to 
the mY-Legacy program!

Address your bequest to:
YWCA Australia 
ABN 74 111 663 873
Level 5/66 Wentworth Ave, Sydney NSW 2000
 
Contact: Rebecca Grant
Phone: (02) 02 9285 6296
Email: giving@ywca.org.au 

If you would like to direct your gift towards our housing projects, 
please note that we may use your gift through our subsidiary 
bodies which are registered community housing providers.

Suggested wording
If you would like to ensure that all or part of your estate 
is left to YWCA in your will, it’s important to remember to 
speak with your loved ones about your decision, and to 
formalise your intent through seeking legal advice and 
completing your will. This will help ensure that after your 
passing, your intentions are met and there is less chance 
of them being challenged. There are several ways to leave 
a bequest, and it depends on what is best for you and 
your loved ones. Here is some suggested wording to help 
make your intentions clear in your will.

1. Pecuniary – a specific gift of cash 
“I give, free of all duties and taxes the amount $_____, or 
[insert specific item] to YWCA Australia ABN 74 111 663 
873 for the general purpose of its work. The receipt of the 
treasurer, secretary or public officer of YWCA Australia is 
an absolute discharge to my executor.”

2. A percentage of the residue or the entire estate
“I give, free of all duties and taxes, _____% of my estate 
to YWCA Australia ABN 74 111 663 873 for the general 
purpose of its work. The receipt of the treasurer, 
secretary or public officer for the time being of YWCA 
Australia is an absolute discharge to my executor.”

3. A specific asset - real estate, shares, bonds or 
other particular items of value

“I give, free of all duties and taxes, the amount of $_____ 
or my units/shares in Trust/Ltd, or my real property 
situated at [insert street address] having the title 
reference to YWCA Australia ABN 74 111 663 873 for the 
general purpose of its work. The receipt of the treasurer, 
secretary or public officer of YWCA Australia is an 
absolute discharge to my executor.”

4. A residual gift - the remainder of an estate after 
specific gifts have been disbursed

“I give, free of all duties and taxes, the residue of my 
estate (or _____% of the residue of my estate), to YWCA 
Australia ABN 74 111 663 873 for the general purpose of 
its work. The receipt of the treasurer, secretary or public 
officer of YWCA Australia is an absolute discharge to my 
executor.”

Y WE DO, WHAT WE DO



THANK YOU
Rebecca Grant
Events and Fundraising Manager 
YWCA Australia
E: giving@ywca.org.au
P: 02 9285 6296


